Tears in the Reichstag
the United States were a healthy lesson for me. I
was given a splendid opportunity to grow somewhat
acquainted with the land and its citizens. My
lecture tour took me through the East and the Middle
West. Deeply impressed by the fine hospitality of
Americans, their simplicity and frankness, I did not
for long feel like a stranger. I did my best to study
the country and its people, but the more I travelled
the greater grew my amazement at those Europeans
who, after a brief visit, had returned home to write
learned books on their observations.
Nevertheless, I gained certain definite impressions.
What was then described as the " American economic
miracle " did not, at close sight, seem to me in every
respect so miraculous. Abundance and security were
not universal. Nevertheless, I met many men of
importance who did not doubt the miracle. One of
the kindest and most helpful was Professor Jeremiah
W. Jenks, the economist, to whom I was introduced
by a professor of the University of Berlin. Among
the men to whom Professor Jenks and his gentle
wife introduced me was Malcolm G. Rorty of the
American Telephone and Telegraph Company. I
have not yet forgotten the very stimulating luncheon
conversation in which Colonel Rorty insisted that
the United States had discovered how to avoid busi-
ness crises. He was convinced that prosperity would
last. His explanation was that the increasing indus-
trial efficiency and the growing capacity of machinery
developed an " American wage system " which enabled
labour to keep pace with and to enjoy the growing
productivity. I expressed my doubts. I told him
that investigation during my trip had shown me
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